Cross-cutting analytical
dimensions and
guidelines

D2.1

|
Author

University of Eastern Finland

Date

3/10/2025




@ Title: Lorem ipsum dolor sit amet Title: Lorem ipsum dolor sit amet Title: Lorem ipsum dolor sit amet

serigo

Technical references

Project Title Social Economy for Resilience, Inclusion and Good life
in Rural areas

Grant Number 101136899
Project Coordinator University of Eastern Finland
Project Duration 48 months

Deliverable description

Deliverable name Cross-cutting analytical dimensions and guidelines

Dissemination level [X] PU: Public (must be available on the website)
[ 1 CO: Confidential, only for members of the
consortium (including the Commission Services)
[ ] CL: Classified, as referred to in Commission

Decision 2001/844/EC
Work Package WP2
Task number 2.3
Lead beneficiary University of Eastern Finland
Contributing beneficiaries EURAC, CUAS, ZSI, UNIBA, UVIGO
Due date of deliverable 31/10/2024
Actual submission date 01/11/2024

Document history

1 1/11/2024 University of Eastern Matti Fritsch
Finland



@ Title: Lorem ipsum dolor sit amet Title: Lorem ipsum dolor sit amet Title: Lorem ipsum dolor sit amet

serigo

SERIGO in a nutshell

European rural areas face societal, demographic, economic and environmental
challenges due to global transformations and crises. Uneven development affects
people's livelihoods and overall well-being, hitting individuals in vulnerable situations the
hardest.

SERIGO aims to enhance resilience, social inclusion, and well-being of vulnerable groups
in European rural areas through socially innovative solutions initiated by or involving
actors from the social economy. The project is:

e Conducting community-based participatory research through case studies from
across Europe and pilots festing in five EU Member States.

e Fostering debates and collaboration on the topic among diverse stakeholders in
Europe.

e Providing policymakers with recommendations for policy development around
social inclusion in rural areas.

With a focused approach to addressing the challenges faced by rural communities,
SERIGO is committed to harnessing the capabilities of social economy actors to drive
inclusive development initiatives and support vulnerable groups in rural areas.

For more information, visit www.serigo_project.eu or follow the project on Twitter or
Linkedin.


http://www.serigo_project.eu/
https://twitter.com/SERIGO_Project
https://www.linkedin.com/company/serigo-project
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Summary

The SERIGO project intends to dig deep intfo questions that lie at the interface of rural
vulnerabilities and characteristic risks of social exclusion on the one hand, and the potentials of
SSE in promoting inclusive, sustainable and resilient communities and services, on the other. This
report presents an analytical framework, defining cross-cutting analytical dimensions and
guidelines. The document’s main aim is fo support the planning and conducting of empirical and
action research, as well as the synthetising work within WP2 *Cohesion synergy and synthesis” of
the SERIGO project.

Moreover, the document is designed to contribute fo a more complete understanding of the
potential of the social and solidarity economy (SSE) in promoting resilience, social inclusion and
good life in European rural areas. Analytical dimensions and categories help to explore and
assess the framework conditions in, and drivers of, social exclusion and the potentials of the SE in
improving vulnerable groups’ situation, as well as the interaction among these.
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Disclaimer

Funded by
the European Union

This document reflects the views of the author(s)only and does not necessarily reflect those of the
European Union or REA. Neither the European Union nor the granting authority can be held
responsible for them.
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1.SERIGO’s Research Agenda and lis Relation
to the Analytical Framework at Hand

The main objective of the SERIGO project is to produce evidence-based theoretical and
practicable knowledge on how the Social and Solidarity Economy (SSE) can support resilience,
social inclusion, and good life in European rural areas. Based on the research results produced,
the aimis also to provide insights and recommendations on what framework conditions and
policy arrangements are necessary to promote this, as well as to trigger constructive debates
and collaborations around this issue involving diverse set of stakeholders in Europe.

The cornerstone of establishing SERIGO’s research agenda has been the initial proposal followed
by the subsequent Grant Agreement (GA). SERIGO departs from the hypothesis that the SSE,
through social innovations, can support resilience, social inclusion, and good life in European rural
areas and in furn contribute to the wider goal of “achieving rural spatial justice at the collective
level while striving for social justice atf the individual level” (D1.1 p22). The key question that must
be explored in this respect is how this support, or lack of it, unfolds in and through actual SSE
inifiatives and social innovations in specific localities and what the contextual factors, including
promoters and inhibitors, for such processes are.

Another cornerstone of our research agenda is the conceptual and theoretical framework
established as part of Work Package 1 through the development and ongoing refinement of an
infegrated conceptual framework throughout the course of the project.

The analytical framework at hand advances SERIGO's research agenda by creating a bridge
and interface between theoretical/conceptual work and the empirical and action research in
WPs 3 and 4. It has two primary objectives. First, to ensure that all research questions and key
themes presented in the GA and the Integrated Conceptual Framework (D1.1) are addressed
and incorporated into the case study work and piloting activities as comprehensively as possible.
This enables that subsequent empirical research findings and results can be synthesized in the
context of the initial project objectives!.

The second objective is more instrumental in the way that it relates to the support for undertaking
analyses of empirical data. The aim is fo provide a structure to deconstruct a certain complex
issue or phenomenon by dividing it info definable, manageable segments and then reintegrating
the findings towards conclusions and solutions (see section 2). The framework creates a specific
structure for the data directly serving the research objectives (rather than having a

(1) Analyse the drivers of social exclusion and forms of vulnerability among people in different
rural areas. (2) Explore the capacity and limitations of innovative social economy solutions in
enhancing social inclusion and equitability in rural areas. (3) Identify potential gaps and
benchmark the policies and practices that promote the social economy at EU, natfional, regional,
and local levels. (4) Co-design five experimental pilots that implement socially innovative
solutions supporting vulnerable groups and promoting their social inclusion. (5) Co-create and
validate policy recommendations on how to better meet the needs of vulnerable groups and
create an enabling framework for up-scaling social innovation in rural areas.
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comprehensive approach on the broad themes the research deals with). Therefore, this structure
is helpful to synthetize the data in a way that can help answering the main research questions
(see section 3). This structured approach of shared analytical themes and dimensions facilitates
friangulation between desk research, action research as well as fieldwork and supports
accomplishing the difficult task of gathering and processing data in the multi-methodology
research process employed by SERIGO's.
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Figure 1: Integrated conceptual framework of SERIGO (D1.1)

Vulnerable Individuals Individual Level

The Analytical Framework, outlined in section 2 and Table 1 below, is based on and further
develops the structured and sequential conceptual framework put forward in SERIGO Deliverable
D1.1. (see Figure 1). The core themes of this conceptual framework include (1) the challenges
faced in and by rural communities that are relevant to the focus of the project, i.e. social
exclusion and vulnerability?, (2) the pathways or solutions for fackling societal challenges and
moving closer to the goal of a just society in rural areas at both individual and collective levels,
and (3) the envisioned long-term outcomes of spatial and social justice that is grounded in the
core elements of social inclusion, resilience, good life and sustainability in rural communities,
ulfimately a vision of stronger rural areas (see D1.1 ).

2Task 2.1 (being reported in Working Document 2.1) will provide information on national policy
positions on and narratives of social exclusion and vulnerability regarding rural areas in the
countries where empirical work is carried out in SERIGO, which is important for the
confextualisation of this theme.
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2. Analytical framework supporting the
synthesis of results

In an effort to connect theoretical/conceptual knowledge, empirical investigations and locally
co-designed practices, the analytical framework has been summarized in a table/matrix
presented below. The core themes are listed in the first column, establishing a general structure
for the more detailed second and third levels, which include ‘analytical dimensions’ and
‘empirical categories’. Moving from left to right in the table, there is a progression from more
general topics and themes to more specific empirical categories, which will subsequently be
refined in the preparatory work for the case studies in Task 3.2 in Work Package 3 and piloting
activities in WP4 through the guidelines and templates developed as part of this work and ensure
consistency and comprehensiveness in data collection. The ‘analytical dimensions’ in the centre
are more detailed aspects under each core theme, helping to break down the core themes into
more specific and manageable areas of analysis around relevant structural and social
characteristics. The core themes and analytical dimensions have been derived mostly form the
Description of Action and the contents of Deliverable 1.1., i.e. the Inifial Infegrated Conceptual
Framework. The empirical categories were derived from mainly three sources. First, any relevant
empirical categories that were already identified/existing in the DoA and D1.1. Secondly, the
WP2 team brainstormed and developed relevant empirical categories that serve to answer and
provide information on the analytfical dimensions and core themes. Thirdly, discussions were held
with the partners involved in the empirical and action research Work Packages (WP3 and WP4).
This resulted in further specification and the development of additional empirical categories
relevant to the grounded research in WP3.

It should be emphasised that the themes, analytical dimensions and empirical categories should
not be treated as a rigid ‘checklist’ in the empirical work but help to analyse the case studies and
pilot actions in more depth. Work Package leaders, along with case study and pilot action feams,
are encouraged fo select, enhance, and expand upon the analytical topics that are most
relevant to their local contexts.

The analytical framework will support the challenging task of synthetising this work, in WP2 as part
of Task 2.3, in two ways:

Firstly, it provides a comprehensive structure with all the cross-cutting analytfical themes and
dimensions that are necessary to reach the project’s primary objective, i.e. producing evidence-
based knowledge on how the SSE can support resilience, social inclusion and good life in rural
areas.

Secondly, this analyfical framework aims fo support the complex task of structured data
processing. It will help to structure the empirical data for synthesis by summarising them to
empirical categories and then, to general analytical dimensions (i.e., by using the analytical
fable in areversed direction, from right to left).

Table 1: SERIGO’s analytical framework
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Analytical . X
Themes ) ) Empirical Categories
dimension

Rural specificities, within the studied regions (social,
economic, environmental)

Role of (EU/national) rural policy in the studied localities
in general and regarding addressing vulnerabilities

Successes and failures in rural development policy

Placed-based or endogenous potentials/specificities in
the rural area under investigation

Local policies addressing vulnerable groups

Community-based action/activism in the rural area,
capacities of local actors

Promoters of social inclusion in the case study localities

Perceptions and perspectives of comprehensive
wellbeing

Characteristics of community development, sense of
community

Underlying (de)growth agenda

Existing and emerging vulnerabilities and processes of
social exclusion in the case study area

Structural/non-structural vulnerability

Intersecting markers of social differentiation and multiple
discriminations (gender, ethnicity, age, disability, place,
etc.)

Perceptions of social exclusion and the main drivers of
marginalisation

Capabilities of the rural communities and people in
vulnerable situations specifically
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Perceived needs of vulnerable groups

Dimensions of social exclusion

Nature and

action

characteristics of the
SSE initiative/pilot

Main objectives, approaches and solutions of the SSE
(pilot) action; social goals, social impact

Cross-sectoral cooperations (multiple stakeholders)

Social Innovations produced by the SSE initiative/pilot
action; new ideas, processes, products, solutions, social

practices, governance arrangements.

SSE (pilot) action’s specific role in supporting and
empowering vulnerable and marginalised groups to
enable them to actively participate in economic and
social processes

Embeddedness of
SSE (pilot) action

Territorial context’s influence on the SSE action

Policy context that the (pilot) action/initiative is
embedded within

SSE initiative’s / pilot action’s embeddedness within the
wider social economy of the locality/region/country;
partnerships with other SSE entities, public and private
actors

action

Implementation of
the initiative / pilot

Origins of the initiative / pilot action

Temporal aspect of process (changes/adaptations)

Patterns and tools
for inclusion in SSE

Key actors in implementation

Supporting and hindering factors in the implementation
and effectiveness

Participatory or deliberative processes used or
established by the initiative

Specific efforts to include and empower vulnerable
groups

What can be said about the initiative’s contribution to
ownership, self-organisation, autonomy
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Outcomes and Impact of
SSE/social economy on rural
development — contribution to
the vision of stronger rural
areas

Effects/impacts of
the SSE (pilot)
actions on the
vulnerable groups
and individuals

SSE initiative’s / pilot action’s effects on individual and
collective capabilities of the vulnerable group

SSE initiative’s contribution to improve the situation of
vulnerable groups (regarding social inclusion,
empowerment, perceived wellbeing, economic situation,
etc.)

Effects/impact of the
SSE (pilot) actions on
rural regional
development

SSE’s contribution to improve the general socio-
economic situation in the rural area

SSE’s contribution to individual and community well-
being in the rural area

SSE’s contribution to community development

SSE’s contribution to community resilience

Community’s capacity for acting in rural development

Potentials for upscaling

Impact on ‘justice’, both social and spatial (procedural
and distributional)

Effects on, contribution to or lessons for the (de/post-)
growth agenda
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3. Initial set of research questions

As part of the development of the analytical framework and for the purpose of synthesising data
and results, we have developed several preliminary project-level research questions fo be
answered as part of the work towards the final synthesis (D2.3 Final Synthesis Report) during later
stages of the project. While the DoA does not explicitly list Research Questions, they are implicitly
embedded within it. The WP2 team has exiracted and formulated these questions based on
those implicit elements, further refining them through the development of core themes, analytical
dimensions, and empirical categories that constitute the analytical framework.

The goal is to refine the inifial set of questions throughout the project, incorporating insights,
experiences, and preliminary results derived from project work.

Initial set of research questions:

e What are the specific ways in which the social economy addresses the challenges and
opportunities in rural areas?

e How do SSE initiatives and social innovation, directly or indirectly, address social exclusion
and vulnerability in rural areas? What can be said about the link between organisation
and financing of SSEs and their effectiveness in providing services for (vulnerable) groups
in rural areas?

e How does the inclusion of vulnerable groups increase cohesion and resilience on the
level of the enfire rural community?

e  What are the main enabling and hindering factors of success of SSE initiatives in rural
settings?

e  Which factors determine the effectiveness of SSE initiatives/the social economy?

e  Whatis the relationship between well-functioning, inclusive SSE initiatives and rurall
developmente

e  Which can be identified as common enablers and inhibitors, and which are
locally/contextually specifice What are the factors that promote or hinder the
fransferability (to other localities or farget groups)/upscaling (from small-scale
experimentation to mainstreaming) of successful SSE initiatives?

4. Next Steps

This version of the Analytical Framework is not the end of the road. The framework will now be
taken up by other Work Packages, particularly WP3 on Case Studies and WP4 on Piloting, for
implementation and refinement in collaboration with WP2. As a first step, the ‘empirical
categories’ will be enriched by grounding them within the relevant literature, i.e. idenfification of
relevant academic references that help not define and critically review these categories. In
addition, the aim is to identify the relevant elements and methodologies in the empirical work
(mainly in WPs 3 and 4) of the project that can serve as sources for providing information and
answers to the ‘empirical categories’. The document will be continuously updated throughout
the progress of these tasks, reflecting the phases of work within the project.
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