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SERIGO kicks off to enhance social
inclusion in rural areas
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Brussels, 29 April 2024. The SERIGO project kicked off to promote social innovation as a
means fo enhance social inclusion within rural communities. The project is coordinated
by the University of Eastern Finland and brings fogether 17 partner organisations from 11
different EU countries.

SERIGO will conduct community-based participatory research, through case studies and
pilots testing, foster collaborations, and provide policy recommendations on how social
innovation can enhance resilience, social inclusion, and well-being in European rural
areas. The project is a 4-year initiative funded under the Horizon Europe programme of
the European Union (EU).

24 case studies and 5 co-creation pilots

SERIGO applies an intersectional perspective to analyse vulnerability and implements
critical systems thinking in combination with community-based participatory research.
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This approach aims to explore both the capacity and limitations of socially innovative
solutions in enhancing social inclusion and equitability. Empirical data will be gathered in
13 case studies over Europe.

The project will also co-create five experimental pilot actions aimed at testing socially
innovative solutions and providing support to vulnerable groups in Austria, Estonia,
Finland, Slovakia, and Slovenia.

A fraining programme tailored for refugee and migrant women in Carinthia region
(Austria) and the creation of a community energy initiative while fostering capacity
building in Ostrovany (Slovakia), are some examples from the pilot actions.

Additionally, SERIGO will co-create and validate the research results and policy findings
through a Community of Practice (CoP) which will also serve to facilitate knowledge
fransfer and peer-learning.

The project consortium

e Coordinator: University of Eastern Finland

e Federdl Institute of Agricultural Economics, Rural and Mountain Research
e Wageningen University

e University of Vigo

e EURAC Research

e Carinthia University of Applied Sciences (CUAS)

e University of Galway

e Tallinn University

e Centre for Social Innovation (ZSI)

e Eskisehir Osmangazi University

e Comenius University Bratislava

e FEuropean Association for Innovation in Local Development (AEIDL)
e VOorumaa Partnership Assembly

e ProAgria Eastern Finland

e Diagkonie de La Tour

e Foundation for Improvement of Employment Possibilities (PRIZMA)
e Municipdality of Ostrovany

About SERIGO

SERIGO is conducting community-based participatory research, fostering collaboration,
and providing policy recommendations on how social innovation can enhance
resilience, social inclusion, and well-being of vulnerable groups in European rural areas.
The project is exploring socially innovative solutions initiated by or involving actors from
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https://www.serigo-project.eu/community-of-practice/
https://www.uef.fi/en/unit/karelian-institute
https://bab.gv.at/index.php?lang=en
https://www.wur.nl/en/research-results/chair-groups/social-sciences/rural-sociology-group.htm
https://postgrowth-lab.webs.uvigo.es/
https://www.eurac.edu/en
https://www.fh-kaernten.at/en/
https://www.universityofgalway.ie/geography/
https://www.tlu.ee/en/yti
https://www.zsi.at/en/home
https://ogu.edu.tr/
https://uniba.sk/en
https://www.aeidl.eu/
https://voruleader.ee/
https://www.maajakotitalousnaiset.fi/tietoa-meista/mkn-piirikeskukset/it%C3%A4-suomen-maa--ja-kotitalousnaiset
https://www.diakonie.at/
https://www.fundacija-prizma.si/
https://www.ostrava.cz/en
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the social economy. With a focused approach to addressing the challenges faced by
rural communities, SERIGO is committed to harnessing the capabilities of social economy
actors to drive inclusive development initiatives.

For more information, visit www.serigo-project.eu or follow the project on Twitter and/or
LinkedIn.

Contact

Marisol Castro

AEIDL

Communication Manager
mcr@aeidl.eu
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